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SUBSJECT: HIGH-LEVEL GOP CHANGES-ESCOBAR AND ROYO 

SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO THE JANUARY 6 EDITION OF CRITICA, THE 
RECTOR OP THE UNIVERSITY OP PANAMA, ROMULO ESCOBAR, HAS BEEN 
NAMED TO THE OOP'S TREATY "NEGOTIATING COMMISSION" AND REPLACED 
AS RECTOR BY MINISTER OP EDUCATION ROYO. THE MOVE, WHICH 
THE EMBASSY HAS INFORMALLY CONFIRMED, APPEARS TO BE A SHREWD 
ONE. ASIDE FROM ESCOBAR'S DEPARTURE FROM THE UNIVERSITY-LONG 
RUMORED TO BE UNDER CONSIDERATION BY TORRIJOS-THE RECTOR'S 
PUBLIC "APPOINTMENT" TO THE GOVERNMENT'S NEGOTIATING TEAM WILL 
EPPECTIVELY IDENTIPY HIM WITH THE TREATY AND, LOOKING AHEAD, 

COMMIT HIM TO ITS DEPENSE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE JANUARY 6 EDITION OP CRITICA-IN AN 
EXCLUSIVE HEADLINE STORY ATTRIBUTED TO "EXTRA-OPFICIAL" SOURCES- 
UNIVERSITY OP PANAMA RECTOR ROMULO ESCOBAR BETHANCOURT HAS BEEN 
NAMED TO THE OOP'S "NEGOTIATING COMMISSION" AND MINISTER OP 
EDUCATION ARISTIDES ROYO DESIGNATED TO REPLACE ESCOBAR 
AS UNIVERISTY RECTOR. THE CRITICA ACCOUNT, WHICH DID NOT 
SPECULATE ON THE REASONS POR THE CHANGES, NOTED THAT THE 
"COMMISSION" IS ENGAGED IN THE FINAL STAGE OP PREPARING A 
DRAPT TREATY WITH THE U.S. AND STATED THAT ESCOBAR WOULD 
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ARE CONCLUDED. 

2. A KNOWLEDGEABLE AND USUALLY RELIABLE EMBASSY SOURCE 
AT THE UNIVERSITY CONFIRMED THAT THE CHANGE WAS OFFICIAL 
AND THAT ROYO WOULD ASSUME THE POSITION OF RECTOR DURING 
THE COURSE OF THE WEEK. IT WAS NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER ROYO 
WOULD RELINQUISH HIS PORTFOLIO ON AN INTERIM OR PERMANENT 
BASIS, ALTHOUGH SOURCE WAS INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT NEITHER 
ESCOBAR OR ROYO WOULD RETURN TO THEIR FORMER POSITIONS. 

3. IN OTHER GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL CHANGES REPORTED BY 
CRITICA, ALBERTO PEREZ HERRERA, COORDINATOR OF THE STATE-OWNED 
LA VICTORIA SUGAR MILL, WILL MOVE TO MANAGER OF CITRICOS DE 
CHIRIQUI. PEREZ HAS BEEN REPLACED BY RAUL GARCIA DE PAREDOS, 
PRESENTLY GOVERNOR OF VERAGUAS PROVINCE. HERNAN VASQUEZ 
REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN NAMED GOVERNOR OF VERAGUAS IN PLACE OF 
GARCIA DE PAREDES. COMMENTING ON THE PEREZ MOVE, CRITICA 
REPORTED THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED GROUP IN VERAGUAS IS ATTEMPTING 
TO FORCE THE GOP TO RETAIN PEREZ AT LA VICTORIA, THREATENING A 
STRIKE TO DO SO. 

4. COMMENT: ESCOBAR, OF COURSE, HAS BEEN SERVING 

ON THE OOP'S TREATY NEGOTIATING SUPPORT GROUP FOR SOME 
TIME BUT THIS IS THE FIRST PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF HIS 
MEMBERSHIP OR INDEED THAT THE GROUP EXISTS. FOR MONTHS 
EMBASSY CONTACTS HAVE BEEN SAYING THAT TORRIJOS, PRESIDENT 
LAKAS AND OTHERS WITHIN THE GOP CIRCLE HAVE WANTED TO EASE 
ESCOBAR OUT OF THE UNIVERSITY IN ORDER TO MAKE SOME BADLY 
NEEDED IMPROVEMENTS IN ITS ADMINISTRATION AND IN ITS "OPEN- 
DOOR" ADMISSIONS POLICY WHICH HAD BROUGHT ACADEMIC STANDARDS 
PERILOUSLY LOW. THE PUBLIC LINKAGE OF ESCOBAR'S 
DEPARTURE FROM THE UNIVERSITY WITH HIS DUTIES ON THE CANAL 
TREATY NEGOTIATING COMMISSION APPEARS TO BE A GRACEFUL AND 
FACE-SAVING WAY FOR TORRIJOS TO EASE HIS OLD FRIEND OUT. 

ALSO, THERE IS A CERTAIN LOGIC AND SHREWDNESS IN ESCOBAR'S 
PUBLIC "APPOINTMENT" TO THE OOP'S NEGOTIATING TEAM. 

AN ACKNOWLEDGED NATIONALIST AND FREQUENT CRITIC OF THE US, 
ESCOBAR WILL HENCEFORTH BE PUBLICALLY IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
TREATY AND COMMITTED TO ITS DEFENSE. IN THIS REGARD, NOW 
THAT THE EXISTENCE OF A "NEGOTIATIONG COMMISSION " HAS BEEN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PANAMA 00069 0622 1 IZ 

REVEALED, WE MAY WELL SEE MORE OF ITS MEMBERS PUBLICALLY 
IDENTIFIED. 

GONZALEZ 
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